Mr. Odou

World History


Chapter 17 Review Sheet
Directions:   Answer the following questions with this information:
1. What were the main differences between the Soviet Union and the US during the Cold War? Why was it referred to as the “cold war”? Sec. 1
a) Soviets wanted to protect itself from future invasions.

b) When WWII ended, Russian troops occupied 7 countries along its western borders, Germany and Berlin was split in half- democratic and communist.
c) Stalin declared (in 1946) communism and capitalism could not co-exist.
d) Cold War is the struggle over those differences by spying, propaganda, diplomacy, secret operations and “proxy wars”.

2. According to Winston Churchill, what was the “iron curtain”?

a) The division between the democratic Western Europe and Communist Eastern Europe.
3. Describe the two alliances formed to protect against enemies during the Cold War.

      a) In 1949, ten nations joined the US and Canada forming a defensive military    alliance- North Atlantic Treaty organization (NATO) 
                  b) The Soviets formed their own (1955) group called the Warsaw Pact. 
                  c) Both groups considered an attack on one member an attack on all.

4. What was the official US policy toward the Cold War? Why did the United States believe it had to stop communism?
a) The US saw the threat of spreading communism in Europe and elsewhere as an “attack on the weak” countries. Truman adopted a policy of containment- alliances and aid to countries resisting Soviet advances.

b) US demonstrated a willingness to go to the brink, or edge, of nuclear war

Became known as “brinkmanship”

5. Explain the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan.
a) T.D.  Support and aid for countries that rejected communism: $400M for Greece and Turkey.
b) M.P.  In 1947, Sec. of State George Marshall aid to rebuild Western Europe using food, machinery, materials. It was deemed successful.
6. Who was fighting during the Chinese Civil War?  Who won?  What happened to the losers? Sec. 2
a) The Nationalists under Jiang Jieshi against the Communists under Mao Zedong fought before WWII. Both fought against invading Japan. In support against Japan, the US sent 2B in aid to the Nationalists. They used the money to fight Mao instead after the war ended. Mao recruited peasants and farmers defeating more than 2.5 million Nationalist army, driving them off the mainland and onto Formosa, later named Taiwan. The US supported Taiwan, Russia supported mainland China- intensifying Cold War feelings. 
7. What was the purpose of China’s Cultural Revolution?  What was the outcome?
a) In 1966, China’s youth formed the Red Guards in support of Mao. Millions roamed throughout the countryside to establish a peasant society. Schools and colleges were shut down, intellectuals and artists were punished or killed. The country was sealed off and no one was allowed in or out. This lasted until the 1970’s. Millions died or were imprisoned and “re-educated”.  
8. Why did the U.S. enter the Korean War?  How did the war end? Sec. 3
a) On 6/25/1950, Communist North Korean troops swept across the 38th parallel and into the democratic south overwhelming them. The United Nations sent 15 countries troops under General MacArthur’s command to repel the invasion. The US and UN troops pushed into North Korea until China sent troops to support their defense of the north. In July, 1953, a cease fire was agreed upon and Korea remained divided at the 38th parallel as it is today. 
b) Kim Il Sung, his son Kim Jong Il and his son Kim Jong Un rule in the north. 

9. Why did the U.S. enter the Vietnam War?  How did the war end?

a) Nationalist/ Communist leader Ho Chi Minh fought against Imperialist Japan, and later the French for his country’s independence. After the French stopped fighting and left Vietnam, the US intervened and supported the government in the south. Vietnam became a divided nation at the 17th parallel like Korea did. 
b) Eventually after ten years of fighting, the US left the fighting to the South Vietnamese who lost to the Vietcong in the south and Vietminh from the north. The country became unified as a communist state.
10. What was Nixon’s plan for ending the Vietnam War?  How did it work?
a) In 1969, Nixon began withdrawing soldiers from Vietnam while secretly using a massive bombing campaign against North Vietnam throughout the country as well as in neighboring Laos and Cambodia in an attempt to get them to surrender. It failed to do so. 
11. What happened during the Bay of Pigs invasion? Sec. 4
a) In 1959, a Cuban named Fidel Castro led a revolution of communists against a corrupt dictator. In 1960, the CIA began training anti-communist Cuban exiles. In April 1961, they invaded Cuba, landing at the Bay of Pigs in hopes of overthrowing Castro. The communist forces knew about the plan and wiped them out before they could come ashore. The US did not provide back-up and it failed. 
12. Explain the Cuban Missile Crisis. How did it end?
a) With Castro’s urging, Soviet leader Khrushchev tried to sneak 42 nuclear missiles into Cuba for their “self-protection” in July, 1962.

b)  The US discovered them in October of that year and demanded their removal while creating a naval blockade of Cuba. It nearly started a nuclear war. 

c) In exchange for Russia’s removal of the missiles, the US promised not to invade Cuba, but set a harsh embargo against Cuba that still exists now. 

d) There has been an announcement that the US ban may be lifted soon.

13. What was de-Stalinazation? – Sec. 5
a) Removing Stalin’s policies from Russia. It called for peaceful competition with capitalist states. (see answer 1-C)
14. What was Nixon’s plan to reduce Cold War tensions?  Give two ways this plan was enacted.

a) A policy of Détente- (lessening Cold War tensions) replaced brinksmanship. 
b) Using “realpolitik” meant dealing with other nations in a practical and flexible manner by engaging in dialog.  Examples are: Nixon’s visit to China in Feb., 1972 and three months later, Russia. Also, Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) with Russia to limit nuclear missiles between the two nations. 
15. Essay question:  

Why did the U.S. believe it had to stop communism?   Discuss two policies that the US used to stop the spread of communism.

Choose some of these:

· Stalin’s declaration in 1946 that communism and capitalism could not exist threatened us.
· The seizure of the seven European countries by force at the end of WWII was seen as a hostile takeover of those countries. (Iron Curtain)
· The US’s view that communism spread like a virus- attacking weak, susceptible nations unfairly- and we had to protect them.

c) Truman Doctrine- Support and aid for countries that rejected communism: $400M for Greece and Turkey.

d) Marshall Plan- In 1947, Sec. of State George Marshall aid to rebuild Western Europe using food, machinery, materials. It was deemed successful.

· US demonstrated a willingness to go to the brink, or edge, of nuclear war

became known as “brinkmanship”

· A policy of Détente- (lessening Cold War tensions) replaced brinksmanship. 

· Using “realpolitik” meant dealing with other nations in a practical and flexible manner by engaging in dialog.  Examples are: Nixon’s visit to China in Feb., 1972 and three months later, Russia. 

· Also, Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) with Russia to limit nuclear missiles between the two nations. 


