Cold war: Video notes
 “Why We Fight”
Dwight D. Eisenhower- Supreme Military Commander- during W.W.II
Atomic Bombs- used on Japan to end WWII 1945
MAD- Mutually assured destruction begins circa 1947
     June, 1945 = 12million servicemen,     $90 Billion budget

     June, 1947 =   1.5 million servicemen, $ 10 Billion budget
Domino Theory- (1947 Turkey, Greece) Two weeks later, Truman asks congress for and gets $400 million in military support

1. Truman Doctrine- March, 1947: The US foreign policy of supporting any nation with both military and economic aid if it’s stability was threatened by communism or the Soviet Union.   
2. National Security Act of 1947 Creates: The Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.)
3. “Proxy Wars” begins with the Korean War 

4. Stalemate- Occurs when neither side is able to achieve victory.
5. Cold War- (1947-1991) Political and military tension between powers in the Western Bloc ( US and NATO countries), and the Eastern Bloc (Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact countries)
       6. 1964- Gulf of Tonkin Resolution- (July 27th, 1964 President Johnson)
      A false report of an attack on two US ships on two different days off the coast of Vietnam by forces of the North Vietnamese prompts congress to give broad powers to make war. 
7. 1968-Vietnamization- The US reduces its troops while it expands, equips and trains the    

                                                   South Vietnamese army to fight its own war. 
8. 1970- Operation Menu- Covert (secret) operations carried out by the Nixon administration from March, 1969- May, 1970; bombing Cambodia and Laos without telling the public about it.
9. 1971- The pentagon Papers- Files leaked to the public revealing that the US had secretly enlarged the scale of the Vietnam War, while telling the public that the opposite was occurring.
10. 1972- 1974 Watergate Investigation-The Nixon Administration attempted to cover-up a break-in of the National Democratic Headquarters by members of the president’s staff.
11. “Blowback”- “The unintended consequences of the U.S. government’s international activities that have been kept secret from the American people” (CIA- 1954) Countries where we have experienced Blowback- Beginning in 1953: Iran, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil, Panama, Iraq, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras , Nicaragua

12. US Army’s School of the Americas  founded in Panama in 1946- (moved to Ft. Benning Georgia in1984)- 

13. The school has trained more than 60,000 military and police officers from Latin America and Caribbean countries in: Counterinsurgency, military intelligence, enhanced interrogation techniques, sniper fire, infantry and commando tactics, psychological warfare and jungle operations

14. Our mission has been to “dominate the space dimension of military operations to protect US interests and investments in an increasingly dangerous and implicitly anti-American world”.
Activities Include:

15. Strategic airstrikes in other countries
16. Overthrow of the elected government leadership
17. Installing puppet leaders
18. Arming opposition groups
19. Support of fiercely authoritarian regimes

20. Currently operating in over 800 Defense Department installations located in other counties.

This tends to result in:

21. “Collateral damage” unintended deaths of the innocent

22. “Friendly fire” death of our own, by our own
23. Unintended exposure to those who will exploit the situation
24. When we lose the ‘hearts and minds” of those we intended to gain as supporters, we created the unintended terrorism we now experience globally. 

25. “The US deploys such overwhelming military force globally that for its militarized opponents only an “asymmetric strategy” (terrorism) has any chance.”
26. “Terrorism by definition strikes at the innocent in order to draw attention to the sins of the invulnerable”

