Government/Civics Syllabus
San Jacinto High School
Instructor: Robb Odou

Year: 2017-2018
Course Information

E-mail: rodou@sanjacinto.k12.ca.us 
Websites and blog at: www.robbodou.weebly.com  
Phone: 951 654 7374 ext.2233
Course Description
During this course, students strive to understand the institutions of American government. It compares systems of government in the world today and analyzes the life and changing interpretations of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the current state of the Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government. An emphasis is placed on analyzing the relationship with the federal, state and local governments with particular attention to historical documents and world events. These standards represent the pursuit of civic literacy as students prepare to vote, participate in community activities and assume the responsibilities and obligations of citizenship.
KEY ISSUES OF THIS COURSE:
· The Declaration of Independence      
· The U.S. Constitution

· Citizenship
· Values, Ethics, Principles

· Supreme Court Decisions and their effect on Government

· Elections
Textbook: United States Government, Democracy in Action
Materials: 3 ring binder with notepaper and pocket dividers to keep:

1. Course syllabus

2. Assignment List

3. Lecture / film notes (Cornell style)

4. Textbook Assignments

5. Research Project and materials (15% of grade)
6. Miscellaneous handouts/supplemental materials
Class Rules

· Come to class on time, prepared to work (bring materials) and ready to learn. Keep all returned work.

· Stay on task throughout the class period. NO SLEEPING!
· Show respect- for yourself, others, and property. Plagiarism is unacceptable. Serious consequences for damage to school property.

· Try. Even if you miss a deadline, don’t give up. Some points are always better than no points!

· It is the student’s responsibility to get missed assignments after an absence: all work is online at the website or Google Classroom.
· Absolutely NO electronic devices, food, gum, or drinks.

· Cheating is grounds for class failure.

Discipline Plan: Don’t make a problem.
1. Something will happen.
2. Appointment with me.

3. Student/teacher contact

4. Referral
Course Objectives

1. Students will know what they are learning, and why they are learning it.

2.  Students will explain fundamental and moral values of American Democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution using that document.
3. Students will evaluate and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as citizens through the use of primary resources.
4. Students will evaluate and defend positions on the fundamental values and principals of society using primary resources.
5. Students will evaluate the influence of the media on American political life.

6. Students will study the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established under the U.S. Constitution using that document.
Attendance

Attendance is very important to achieving success in school.  In accordance with Education Code, a pupil may fail this course upon the 9th unexcused absence!
It is the responsibility of the student to get missed assignments and turn them in at the rate of one day per each day missed as everything we do is posted online daily.
Grading Policy

All assignments and tests will be graded according to a point value. Keep track of your points! The percentage of points earned will determine semester grades according to the following scale (all tests and quizzes account for about 65% of total grade):

Benchmark Test = 20%
Other tests = 45%
Project = 15%
Assignments = 20%
I have read the course syllabus and understand the requirements for academic success and good citizenship in Government/ Civics. 
Let’s make this a partnership!    We all understand this course is required for Graduation.

_____________________                         _____________________

Student Signature                                                   Parent Signature

Date____________________                          Date___________________

Period
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