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ANOTE TO TEACHERS

This study guide War and the Republic was developed at a time of war to help teachers discuss with
their students the impact of war on the American republic. It is a companion to the award-winning

documentary film Why We Fight.

War and the Republic was written by the film's director Eugene Jarecki, Senior Visiting Fellow on the
faculty at Brown University's Watson Institute for International Studies with extensive guidance from

teachers at several public and private U.S. high schools.

In consultation with these teachers, the study guide was carefully designed to provide teachers maximum
flexibility in its use. War and the Republic is divided into an introduction and six chapters, each of
which offers its own brief introductory summary, classroom objectives, and discussion questions. The
chapters are arranged chronologically, covering six major time periods from the dawn of the republic to
the present. As such, they may be taught in sequence or individually. They may be taught in conjunction

with viewing the whole film or only excerpts from it.

Above all, the goal of the study guide, like that of the film, is to encourage thoughtful dialogue among your
students on the critical issues America faces at a time of war. As a teacher, you are encouraged to use the

study guide and the film in any way that fits the particular needs of your classroom and curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION

Why We Fight: War and the Republic

America was forged through war. Her founders fought k“caﬁé'ﬁﬁ T
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enumerated in the Declaration of Independence. “Life, 1'LHITE1> STATES OF AM ERICA; -

. . . "o . T dn GENEAAL CONGREAS aannwuning,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” it read, identify fasmnio—tie snare

ing these rights as "inalienable.” The Declaration went

on to assert that governments are “instituted among

Men” to “secure these rights” and to do so “with the

The Declaration of Independence was signed July 4,
consent of the governed.” The belief that ultimate pow- 1776 by the Thirteen Colonies of the United States.

er rests with the people is the essence of a republic.

On September 17, 1787 America adopted the U.S. Constitution as the supreme law of the land. It cre-
ated a framework for republican governance consisting of three branches - executive, legislative, and
judicial - and fashioned a careful separation of powers between them. “If men were angels,” James
Madison famously wrote in The Federalist Papers, “no government would be necessary.” Assuming
they were less than angelic, Madison and his fellow Framers sought to create a balance of power out

of the competition that would inevitably emerge between men.

The balance of power was achieved by placing the three branches of government in opposition to
each other, such that the self-interest of each would curb the self-interest of the others. This system
of checks and balances was a painstaking enterprise to ensure that no person or group of persons
could grow too powerful and visit upon the others the kind of indignities the colonists had endured
under the British crown.” On December 15, 1791, Congress amended the Constitution to include the
Bill of Rights. Its stated purpose was to add “further declaratory and restrictive clauses” to the Con-
stitution in order “to prevent misconstruction or abuse” of the powers it had assigned the branches of
government. It thus vested with the people a set of sovereign rights. These rights, combined with the

checks and balances provided for in the original Constitution, are the cornerstones of the American

Republic.

Based on their own experience under British rule and their reading of the decline of the
Roman Empire, the Framers understood that a country’s external military projection
could come at great domestic cost. They feared that “foreign entanglements” could
create conditions that would undermine America’s principles at home. A spirit of iso-

lationism has thus remained a guiding principle of the Republic since her founding.

As America has grown from a colony to a superpower, her domain and global influence
have expanded, first westward across the continent, then outward to the hemisphere

and beyond. This growth has made her more prosperous but has come at a cost. Over

James Madison, one of the au- her history, America has formally declared war only eleven times,? yet she has de-
thors of the Federalist Papers, . )
a framer of the Constitution, ployed her military and used force over a hundred times.® As the Framers feared, these

was the key proponent of the
Bill of Rights..

experiences of war have taken a toll not only in blood and national treasure, but on the
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integrity of the checks and balances between the branches and on the liberties provided for in the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

Throughout America’s history, there has been division between those advocating foreign engage-
ment and those warning it might weaken the country from within. Among those concerned were
two wartime presidents who had previously served as celebrated generals. In 1796, a departing

George Washington cautioned that “permanent alliances” with

other nations might give rise to “overgrown military establish-

ments” that could undermine the Republic’s delicate framework
of checks and balances. Almost two centuries later, in his own
Farewell Address, 34™" President Dwight D. Eisenhower echoed
Washington. Acknowledging that it was necessary for America

to play an expanded global role after World War II, Eisenhower

warned that such a commitment required the creation of a “per-

manent armaments industry” whose “acquisition of unwarrant-

i ed influence” could threaten “the very structure of our society.”
George Washington (left) and Dwight D. Eisenhower [right)

were both military generals before becoming President. Calling this the “military-industrial complex,” he cautioned that
Each used his farewell address to warn the nation against

the dangers of excessive militarism. America "must never let the weight of this combination endan-

ger our liberties or democratic processes.”

This tension between America’s institutions of liberty and the demands of her security has been
a recurring theme throughout her history. The film Why We Fight examines the rising influence of
the military-industrial complex on a series of American wars since World War Il. Several voices in
the film argue that these wars helped America emerge as the world’s sole superpower but that, as
Washington and Eisenhower feared, this required the formation of an “overgrown military establish-
ment” that exerts “unwarranted influence” on the delicate framework of checks and balances. Such
an establishment may thus be characteristic of an empire but destructive to the core principles of a

republic.

This study guide is intended to serve as a companion to the film Why We Fight, providing a broader
historical overview from the birth of the Republic to the present. The chapters that follow examine

America’s evolution across six major historical periods:

e Chapter One examines America’s expanding foreign engagements between her founding
and the end of World War | (1776-1918);

e Chapter Two examines the challenges of further expansion between the end of World War
| and the end of World War Il (1919-1945);

e Chapter Three examines the start of the Cold War between America and the Soviet Union
(1946-1952);

e Chapter Four examines the Cold War years from Dwight Eisenhower’s inauguration to the
fall of the Soviet Union (1953-1991):

e Chapter Five examines the implications of America’s emergence as the world’s sole
superpower from the fall of the Soviet Union to September 11, 2001 (1992-2001); and

e Chapter Six examines the challenges America faces in a post-9/11 world (2002-present).
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War and the Republic is not a comprehensive history of these periods but rather a survey of key
moments of tension between America’s modest republican roots and the consequences of her ever-
expanding global role. By resurrecting the prophetic warnings of Washington and Eisenhower, the
film Why We Fight raises vital questions for America’s future as a republic. At a new time of war, the
film goes beyond the question of its title to ask not just why America fights, but how that fighting af-

fects others and, ultimately, how it affects America.

As a companion to the film, the study guide is intended to provide students with the historical context

to find their own answers to these vital questions.
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CHAPTER 1
Expanding Horizons, Widening Gaps
1776-1918

This chapter examines how, despite the Framers’ founding commitment to isolationism, America grew beyond
her borders between 1776 and the end of World War | (1918). With this expansion came early tests of the Repub-
lic's founding principles.

The Lessons of History

Following their victory in the Revolutionary War, the Constitution’s Framers sought to establish a
structure of government that would administer the affairs of the nation while safeguarding the liber-
ties of her people. In this effort they were deeply influenced by lessons they drew from the rise and
fall of the Roman Empire." They were determined not to repeat what they saw as the tragedy of
Rome, namely that what had begun as a republic had, through military expansion, become an empire

and destroyed itself from within.

Through a series of wars, the Roman Republic vanquished its enemies and became the Roman Em-
pire. This gave the Romans great wealth and security, but fatally undermined the Republic by upset-
ting its balance of power. As Roman soldiers were increasingly stationed at distant battlefields for
long periods, they came to support their generals’ political ambitions more than the Republic itself.
After a period of turmoil and civil war, one general, who assumed the title Augustus Caesar, installed
himself as emperor and reduced the Senate and popular assemblies to minor roles. The Roman Re-

public thus succumbed not to foreign invaders but to its own generals.?

From the Roman example, the Framers designed a system of checks and balances to prevent the
kind of domestic tyranny that can result from expansion abroad. The most vital restraints were placed
on the power to authorize military force. Having themselves fought a war against the British Empire,
the Framers understood that military action is at times necessary. But having also witnessed first-
hand the repressive use of military force by the British, they understood that such force, if misused by

America, could lead to the suppression of the very liberties they had fought to secure.
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The Framers thus vested ultimate command of the military with the President but checked this au-
thority by assigning the power to declare and fund war to the Congress. If this protection should
fail, the Framers further guaranteed, through the Second Amendment’s right to bear arms, that the

ultimate check on legislative and executive power would rest with the people.

Early Tests for the Republic

In his 1796 Farewell Address, George Washington warned
America against becoming “entangled” in the affairs of
Europe. He maintained that the young Republic needed

the freedom to choose ‘peace or war, as our interests,

guided by justice, shall counsel.” The oceans separat-

; ] ) In 1787, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and
ing America from the major powers of Europe appeared their fellow Framers gathered at the Constitution-

. . . . al Convention in Philadelphia, PA to draft and sign
helpful in this regard. They provided a protective buffer the U.S. Constitution. P o

that made a standing military for foreign engagement un-
necessary. From the start, though, developments inside and outside the Republic tested her unity
and commitment to her founding principles. Beginning in 1792, the first political parties emerged,

reflecting differences of ideology regarding America’s domestic and foreign policies.

The Federalists, led by Alexander Hamilton, emphasized the power of a centralized federal govern-
ment at home. Abroad, they sought the restoration of friendly relations with the British Crown. The
Democratic-Republicans, led by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison disagreed. They stood for a
more modest federal government, claiming that the Constitution’s 10" Amendment assigned those
rights not expressly vested in the Congress to the states themselves—called states’ rights. Abroad,
the Democratic-Republicans identified with the French Revolution but rejected the prospect of U.S.
involvement. They also viewed the Federalists’ growing relations with the British Crown as counter to
the revolutionary spirit expressed by Washington when he warned against “interweaving our destiny

with that of any part of Europe.”

These tensions were aggravated in 1798 during the presidency of Washington's successor John Ad-
ams. His Federalist government saw in the French Revolution a sign of how Republicans in America
might also try to rebel against Federalist leadership. In response, the Federalist Congress passed
the Alien and Sedition Acts, which proved a divisive partisan issue. On the surface, the Acts were
intended to fortify America against the threat of foreign agents by giving the executive new author-
ity to deport non-citizens deemed “dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States.” But the
Acts also made the publication of “false, scandalous, and malicious writing” against the president or
Congress unlawful. This unprecedented assertion of federal power resulted in the fining and impris-
onment of a number of prominent Republican newspaper editors as well as a Republican congress-
man. Challenged by Jefferson and others as unconstitutional, the Acts demonstrated how a president
and Congress of the same party could use a foreign threat to assert themselves over their ideologi-
cal opponents. In so doing, they could blur the separation of powers and undermine the Republic’s

principles of liberty.

During the course of the 19 century, America would fight a series of wars of increasing scope at
home and abroad. These wars would continue to weaken the country’'s adherence to her republican
principles. Domestically, wars of conquest against Native Americans expanded America’s territory

westward, reflecting a growing sense that America possessed a “manifest destiny to overspread the
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continent.” Increasingly, though, the young country also looked beyond her borders, seeking an

expanded role overseas.

In 1823, faced with the prospect of European military action in the Spanish colonies of South America,

fifth President James Monroe announced a shift in America’s foreign policy. He officially expanded

America’s military mandate from simple homeland defense to the broader idea that America would

regard a threat to any country within the western hemisphere as a threat to herself. The Monroe

Doctrine, as this new policy would come to be called, chiefly

I ————— proclaimed that European powers should no longer colonize

the Americas nor interfere with sovereign nations located in the

America would fight a series

Americas. In return, the U.S. would stay neutral in wars between
of wars of Increasing scope at  European powers and between those powers and their colonies.
But if a European power were to engage in war with a colony in

home and abroad. These wars

the western hemisphere, America would view such action as hos-

would continue to weaken the tite toward herself. Thus, while appearing to discourage European

’ colonialism, the Monroe Doctrine became a pretext for increased
country’s adherence to her

American expansion.

republican principles.
In the Mexican-American War, which lasted from 1846 to 1848,

America expanded her reach south of her border. Foreign en-
gagements of the latter half of the 19* century (discussed later in this chapter) would expand Ameri-
ca’s footprint in the Western Hemisphere. While this expansion overtly violated the Framers’ cautions
against foreign entanglements, in less visible ways it upset the Republic’s balance of power and fu-

eled widening ideological differences at home.

An Imperfect Union

The American Civil War, which lasted from 1861-1865, was fought between the country’'s North-
ern and Southern regions, to resolve differences that had emerged since the country’s founding.
At the time, African slavery was an institution limited to the southern states. Though 16" President
Abraham Lincoln had not proposed laws banning slavery, he had declared the institution to be on a
“course of ultimate extinction.” Southern slave-owning interests who had sought to expand the insti-

tution throughout the 1850s feared losing power in Lincoln’s Federal government.

On the surface, the slavery debate focused on the morality of the institution. But on another level, it
was also a culmination of the dispute over “states’ rights” that had fueled the discord between Ham-
ilton’s Federalists and Jefferson’s Democratic Republicans. On December 20, 1860, South Carolina
formally seceded from the United States, followed by ten other southern states. Collectively, they
formed the Confederate States of America, a competing government led by President Jefferson
Davis and dedicated to rejecting what they perceived to be an over-assertion of Federal power by
Lincoln’s government. On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces attacked a federal military installation
at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. The Civil War had begun.

The War lasted four years, leaving 600,000 dead and 400,000 wounded. The War ended in victory for
Lincoln’s Union Army and defeat for the Confederates, leaving deep scars of division in the Republic
that persist to this day. But it also proved a staging-ground for unprecedented assertion of executive
power by Lincoln. On April 27, 1861, without the approval of Congress, he declared martial law and

suspended the writ of habeas corpus provided for in Section 9, Clause 2, of Article | of the Constitu-
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tion. Habeas Corpus, Latin for “you shall have the body,” is a legal instrument that compels a gov-
ernment that has detained an individual to produce that individual before the court and explain the
reason for the detention. In effect, the government must charge the imprisoned person or let him
go. The writ protects the citizen against arbitrary government action. Indeed, so central was the writ
of habeas corpus to the Framers’ thinking that it was included in the body of the Constitution itself,
while other rights were only added in the Bill of Rights four years after the original Constitution was

ratified.

Nonetheless, faced with public disorder during the Civil War, Lincoln suspended Habeas Corpus.
He declared that, “during the existing insurrection and as a necessary measure for suppressing the
same,” a wide range of the Union’s enemies would be “subject to martial law and liable to trial and
punishment by courts martial or military commission.” They would not be given the Constitutional
protections of the U.S. courts. Under this order, Lincoln ar-
rested and imprisoned some 15,000 of his political opponents,
including newspaper editors and public officials. In doing so,
he at once asserted executive power and used it to suppress
his political adversaries very much as Adams had done with

the Alien and Sedition Acts, only on a far greater scale.

When Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger Taney ruled in Ex
Parte Merryman, 17 F. Cas. 144 (1861) that Lincoln’s actions
violated the Constitution because only Congress had the pow-
er to suspend Habeas Corpus, Lincoln defied the Court order
and continued to suspend it. He argued in a letter to critics in
Congress that his actions were constitutional given “the provi-

sion of the constitution that 'the privilege of the writ of habeas

corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of Re-

The American Civil War arose when 16th

bellion or Invasion, the public safety may require it.” Deeming President Abraham Lincoln opposed ef-

the actions of the Confederacy, a “case of rebellion,” Lincoln forts by a confederacy of Southern states
to secede. Lincoln succeeded in “preserv-

asserted that the debate was not over the constitutionality of ing” the Union, but in the process assumed
. W sweeping executive powers, upsetting the
suspending Habeas Corpus but rather “as to who was to sus- delicate balance of power so painstakingly
P crafted by the Framers.
pend it.

Lincoln’s defiance of the judicial branch at a level no lower than the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court was an unprecedented assertion of executive power over both Congress and the courts. With
the Habeas Corpus Indemnity Act of March 3, 1863, Congress upheld Lincoln’s actions, and the sus-
pension of Habeas Corpus was codified into law. Still, Lincoln’s actions amounted to the most ex-
treme assertion of executive power in the history of the Republic to that point. While Lincoln hoped “a
more perfect union” might emerge from the Civil War, his assertion of executive power undermined
the foundation on which such a union was built. Thus, while not a “foreign entanglement,” the Civil
War illustrated how even domestic wartime pressures can create conditions challenging to the Re-

public’s vital checks and balances.
American Exceptionalism

As the internal wounds of the Civil War began to heal, America again turned her eyes beyond her bor-
ders. The considerable impact of the Monroe Doctrine on American foreign policy was compounded

by the growing use of American Exceptionalism to justify foreign engagements over the latter half
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of the 19" century. Coined in 1831 by French political theorist Alexis de Tocqueville, American Ex-
ceptionalism describes the perception that, owing to her special political and philosophical origins,
America has a unique position and responsibility among the world’s nations.® This idea gave Ameri-

ca’s expansionism under the Monroe Doctrine an added level of self-perceived moral authority.

U.S. engagements in the Western Hemisphere in the late 19" century included a deployment of troops
to Santiago Chile in 1891, an alliance with Germany to control the Pacific island of Samoa in 1889,
and a dispute with Britain over the border between Venezuela and Guyana in 1895.7 Finally, in 1898,
the Spanish-American War went further, giving America - once a colony herself - the role of colonial

power over formerly Spanish colonies in the Western Hemisphere.

By the latter part of the 19 century, the Spanish Empire was all but gone, and the areas that re-
mained under Spanish control were seeking independence. Faced with insurgency in Cuba, the Span-
ish brutally repressed thousands of Cuban people. Cuba’s revolutionary leadership made their plight

known to Democratic members of Congress, who in turn

influenced U.S. public opinion. They argued that America
had a moral responsibility under the Monroe Doctrine to
police any such abuse by a European colonial power in the

Western Hemisphere.

Though 25" President William McKinley and his Republi-

can party were opposed to U.S. engagement with Spain,

the growing moral pressure to act on Cuba’s behalf com-
pelled McKinley to send the U.S.S. Maine to Havana Harbor

on January 25, 1898 to monitor the situation. Three weeks

later, a mysterious explosion sank the Maine. Though this
did not immediately bring war, it produced the slogan “To
Hell With Spain, Remember the Maine!” a battle cry that

would echo over the ensuing weeks, compelling McKinley

on April 19 to secure a joint congressional resolution au- The sinking of the USS Maine in 1898 in Havana
Harbor, Cuba provoked the Spanish-American

thorizing him to use military force to liberate Cuba from War. “Remember the Maine,” was the battle cry
Spain. The Spanish likewise declared war against America, that galvanized U.5. public support for the War.
and the Spanish-American War was on. The war lasted
less than a year, killing 379 American soldiers, thousands of Spanish and Cuban sol-
diers, and thousands more Filipino civilians. Though the War would secure Cuban
independence, it also won America the former Spanish colonies of the Philippines,
Guam, Puerto Rico, and a controlling hand in the liberated Cuba. These territorial
gains expanded America’s sphere of involvement more widely across the Western

Hemisphere than ever before.

The New Imperialism, as this period of expansion came to be called, took further
shape in 26™ President Theodore Roosevelt's 1904 Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.
That year, when the government of the Dominican Republic went bankrupt, Roosevelt

feared that European nations might intervene in the Hemisphere to collect their

debts. Asserting the responsibilities implied by American Exceptionalism, Roosevelt

26th President Theodore . . . . . . .
Roosevelt expanded America’s declared it a moral imperative for America to police the Western Hemisphere. His

role in the Western Hemisphere
with his 1904 Corollary to the

Monroe Doctrine. of such wrongdoing or impotence” to include “the exercise of an international police

Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine expanded America’s authority “in flagrant cases
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SPOTLIGHT: WHO WERE THE MUGWUMPS?

During the last decades of the 19™ century, an anti-impe-
rialist movement among a number of America’s leading
thinkers, politicians, and businesspeople arose in response
to what they perceived to be a growing pattern of U.S. ex-
pansionism. From former President Grover Cleveland to au-
thor Mark Twain to business tycoon Andrew Carnegie, these
‘anti-imperialists’ or Mugwumps as they were called, saw in
the Spanish-American War the culmination of this growing
departure from the country’s isolationist origins.

The outbreak of the Spanish-American War all but ended
the anti-imperialist movement, but while it lasted the move-
ment underscored the capacity of foreign events to draw
America away from her founding isolationism. The War also
highlighted the distinction between economic and military
expansionism. The Mugwumps resisted an “empire of con-
quest,” but seemed more comfortable with an “empire of
trade,”"® in which America could exert influence around the
world through commerce rather than might. In his semi-
nal work Twelve Against Empire, historian Thomas Beisner
asks, “Was the anti-imperialist movement at bottom a cam-
ouflaged campaign for an informal empire? Was the primary
aim of its leaders to expand American economic strength
around the globe by means more sophisticated than those of
the spread-eagle imperialists?”"

As America entered the 20" century and her economic and
military influence in the world grew, the distinction between
economic expansionism and “spread-eagle imperialism”
became central to the debate over America’s conduct in the
world. The anti-imperialist movement, despite its short life
at the end of the 19" century, would thus echo into the 20"
century and beyond.

power” in the Western Hemisphere. In his speech to
Congress on December 6, 1904, Roosevelt rejected
any suspicion of imperialism. “It is not true,” he de-
clared, “that the United States feels any land hunger
or entertains any projects as regards the other na-
tions of the Western Hemisphere.”® Still, his Corol-
lary stripped away the Monroe Doctrine’s require-
ment that American military action be a response
to acts of aggression against either America or her
neighbors in the Western Hemisphere. It could now
be based upon America’s own perception of any cir-

cumstance requiring police action.’

This assertion of broader American power and inter-
national jurisdiction marked a significant moment of
expansion. A decade later, fighting would break out
in Europe that would draw America even farther be-
yond the hemispheric restraints of the 19th century
and the Framers’ resistance to foreign entangle-

ments.

The War to End All Wars

In 1914, fighting broke out in Europe in what would
become World War l. From 1914 to 1916, as the “Al-
lied Powers” of France, Canada, Britain, the Russian
Empire, and ltaly faced the “Central Powers” of Aus-
tria-Hungary and the German and Ottoman Empires,
28" U.S. President Woodrow Wilson maintained a
military policy of neutrality. He did, though, give vital

economic and material support to allies Britain and

France. This benefited the U.S. economy and resulted in a booming wartime export business that
increased 200% between 1914 and 1917, from $2.4 billion to $6.3 billion.'

Though consistent with the Framers’ caution against entangle-
ment in the affairs of Europe, Wilson’s resistance to official U.S.
military entry into the war was decried by many as isolationism.
Wilson's critics thus used the moral pressure of American Ex-
ceptionalism to turn an idea that had once been central to the
spirit of the Republic into an insult. Other critics attacked Wilson
for not being isolationist enough. They saw his economic support
of the Allies as a behind-the-scenes form of entanglement in Eu-
ropean affairs. On April 4, 1917, after a series of attacks by the
German navy against American merchant ships overseas, Wilson

sought a declaration of war by the U.S. Congress.

28th President Woodrow Wilson initially
resisted U.S. entry into World War I.
Following a series of German attacks
on U.S. merchant ships, however, he
sought a Declaration of War from the
U.S. Congress.
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Though earlier in his life Wilson had questioned the
Constitution and, in particular, its separation of powers,
he nonetheless secured a formal declaration of war by
Congress before authorizing military action. Like his pre-
decessors, Wilson imposed wartime restrictions on civil
liberties. He asked Congress to pass the Espionage Act

of 1917, which made it a crime to convey sensitive infor-

mation to America’s enemies at a time of war, and the On April 6, 1917 the United States abandoned its
Y- . . . . olicy of neutrality and declared war on Germany,
Sedition Act of 1918, which made it illegal to write or print Emcélly emeringyWOrld War 1. /

material critical of the U.S. Government.

These two wartime measures were upheld by the courts of the day and so did not represent an as-
sertion of executive power judged to be unconstitutional. In the years since, however, the Sedition Act
has increasingly been seen as a violation of the Constitution’s First Amendment right to free speech.
In any event, the episode serves as another demonstration of the tension between security and liberty

encountered so often during the history of America at war.

America’s involvement in World War | lasted little more than a year but cost more than 300,000 lives
and $32.8 billion.” In the end, the Allied Powers prevailed over the Central Powers, but World War
| proved a deeply traumatic experience for all involved. The first war of its scale in world history, it
shattered four major European empires - the German, Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, and Russian -
and ended nearly 300 years of European global dominance. Though America returned to a period of
isolationism afterward, World War | marked the most significant departure yet from Washington’s

farewell commitment against foreign entanglements.

Chapter Objectives

v Identify the difference between a republic and an empire.
v’ Consider the lessons America’s Founders drew from the Roman Empire.

v Explore how America, between 1776 and 1917 began to shift from her founding republican

principles toward more imperial pursuits.

v |dentify the lessons of past empires for the American experience.

Discussion Questions
1. What is an empire? What is a republic? Can a republic become an empire? How can imperial
pursuits endanger a republican form of government?
2. What lessons can be drawn from the experiences of Britain and ancient Rome?

3. What challenges did U.S. policymakers face as America’s role in world affairs evolved between
1776 and 19187

4. How did the Founders fear war might affect America? Were their fears realized?



‘ ‘ World War Il is, without question, the formation of the American
military empire.| PP

— Chalmers Johnson, Why We Fight
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CHAPTER 2

World War lI: The End of Isolationism
1919-1945

The previous chapter examined how a number of wars between 1776 and 1918 drew America away from her
founding isolationism and began to undermine her framework of checks and balances.

This chapter examines how America returned to a posture of isolationism after World War | that prevailed until
the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. America’s sudden entry into World War Il and ultimate
victory established her more than ever before as a preeminent global power.

America First

Following a brief period of economic recession after World War I, the United States enjoyed a boom
during the 1920s, becoming the richest country on earth. During this period, Americans turned in-
ward in a renewed period of isolationism. “The Roaring Twenties,” as these years were called, was a

period of great industrial and economic prosperity for America.

All of this ended abruptly on the morning of October 29, 1929.
The U.S. stock market crashed, beginning the Great Depres-
sion, a period of devastating global economic collapse that

put millions out of work until the late 1930s.

Across the sea, Germany was also experiencing economic
hardships. The pain of Germany’'s defeat in World War | had
been aggravated by the severe terms of her surrender. In no
position to negotiate, she had been stripped of various terri-
tories, demilitarized, and forced to pay devastating war repa-

rations. These penalties weakened the German economy and

contributed to suffering for the German people. Their despair

helped fuel the rise of the Nazi party led by Adolph Hitler. Ap- 250,000 young people were homeless during
. . . . the Great Depression, a period of global eco-
pointed Chancellor in 1933, Hitler gained popular support by nomic crisis that began with the stock mar-

promising economic revitalization and a restoration of Ger- ~ "etcrashof 1929.

man pride and prosperity.
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Behind these promises, Hitler had more ambitious and menacing aspirations. Appointed Fiihrer
(“Leader”) in 1934, he sought to transform the struggling Weimar Republic of Germany into a Reich,
or empire. By this time, the Nazis had become Germany’s largest party, yet they lacked the absolute
majority needed for full control of the government. Hitler used the Nazis’ considerable influence to

secure the passage of the Enabling Act, a bill that overrode the

country’s republican constitution and gave Hitler unlimited leg-

islative control.

Hitler moved quickly to form an authoritarian government that
pursued racist, anti-Semitic, and chauvinistic policies against
Jews, Communists, and other “undesirable” minorities. Por-
traying the German people as a master race and these minori-
ties as the root of the country’s woes, he initiated a campaign
of oppression and ethnic cleansing that ultimately became the

Holocaust, a genocide of more than 10 million people in less

than a decade.

Internationally, Hitler's resurrection of the German economy Appointed Germany's “Fiihrer” in 1934,
Adolph Hitler sought to transform the Ger-

and military enabled him to assert his imperial ambitions. First man republic into an empire, or reich.

in Czechoslovakia and then in Poland, he used military force to

reclaim territories forfeited after World War | and to expand German Lebensraum (“living space”) into
new areas across Europe. Claiming falsely to have been attacked by Poland, Germany invaded her
neighbor on September 1, 1939. In response, Britain and France declared war on Germany. The Soviet

Union invaded Eastern Poland, Finland and the Baltic states. World War Il was launched in Europe.

The Great Arsenal of Democracy

As hostilities broke out overseas, 32" President Franklin D. Roosevelt was still working to pull America
out of the Great Depression. Wars historically jump-start struggling economies, and there is much evi-
dence that Roosevelt was looking for ways to involve America in World War II." He recognized, though,
that he could not gain popular support for such involvement. The spirit of isolationism that had taken
hold after World War | had intensified as people focused on their own economic woes. According to a

September 1939 Gallup Poll, 90% of American adults wanted to keep out of the war.?

The America First Committee, a U.S. pressure group that opposed American entry into the war, ex-
ploited this spirit of isolationism. Publicly, Roosevelt reaffirmed the country’s founding commitment to
“shun political commitments which might entangle us in foreign wars.” But behind the scenes he in-

volved America in the war as a supplier of weapons to the British

and other allies. Roosevelt’s critics in the America First Commit-

. tee saw this as a devious tactic to “entangle” the country against

\i_.a_ - her will in the affairs of Europe. “Some of our people,” Roosevelt

7 CIU N ; argued, “like to believe that wars in Europe and in Asia are of no

LN ,ﬁ"ﬁLEHEHIS i concern to us.” He contended, though, that it was “a matter of
N J most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic war-makers

_ _ _ _ should not gain control of the oceans which lead to this hemi-
Following their experience in World War |, . )
a majority of Americans initially opposed sphere.” America’s friends, Roosevelt declared, needed her sup-

U.S. entry into World War Il. X
y port and she, too, needed to act in self-defense.
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Just as Monroe and Theodore Roosevelt had expanded the
nation’s overseas commitments to meet perceived threats,
Franklin Roosevelt saw in the rise of Fascism a cause for ex-
panded U.S. international engagement.® He recognized that
America’s oceans, once seen as a vast buffer against attack,
were becoming less protective as the range of modern air-

craft increased. “Democracy’s fight against world conquest,”

Roosevelt declared, must be aided by “gigantic efforts to

32nd president Franklin Delano Roosevelt
presided over America during both the Great
Depression and World War Il, becoming her
longest-serving president.

increase the production of munitions.” America, he pro-

claimed, must become “the Great Arsenal of Democracy.”

Roosevelt's military mobilization doubled the country’s

Gross National Product, helping to end the Depression.* By 1940, France had fallen to the Nazis,
and Britain was quickly running out of money. Roosevelt still did not enter the war but persuaded
the American Congress to pass the Lend-Lease Act of March 11, 1941. This Act provided Britain and
other allies with $50 billion in military equipment and supplies. Roosevelt again sought to strike a
balance between public sentiment of isolationism and his determination that America play a role in

the conflict.

When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, it was a sneak attack. Yet, there is
evidence that the Roosevelt Administration—faced with popular resistance to entering the war—had
quietly been seeking to provoke just such “an overt act of war” by Japan and so may not have been
entirely surprised by it.® Virtually overnight, the attack galvanized public support for American entry
into World War Il and prompted the disbanding of the America First Committee. The United States
declared war on Japan on December 8, 1941. Three days later, Germany declared war on the U.S.,

assuring full U.S. involvement in the war both in Asia and Europe.

The Fury of an Aroused Democracy

While public support for war had been awakened, the country remained militarily unprepared. Since

World War |, the U.S. had demobilized to the point
SPOTLIGHT: THE LESSON OF WEIMAR

that by 1939, the country had only 180,000 troops,
. .. .
While America’s founders drew their aversion to empire the lowest level since the end of the Civil War.” To

from the lessons of Rome and Britain, the 20™ century of-
fered its own cautionary example of the costs and conse-
quences of a republic’s pursuit of empire. Following World
War |, Germany sought to recast herself as a federal repub-
lic. The Weimar Constitution of 1919 provided the framework
for a republican form of government, but failures in its de-
sign created imbalance between the branches of govern-
ment and ineffective checks on their respective powers.”
This dysfunction facilitated the rise of Adolph Hitler's Nazi
Party, which cleverly exploited the fractures in the Weimar
system.” Hitler sought, in his own words, to reestablish
Germany as a global empire or reich. The catastrophe that
arose from this campaign stands as a 20" century reminder
of how easily the weaknesses in a republican system can be
exploited by those seeking to centralize power at home and
project national power abroad.

remedy this, Army Chief of Staff General George
Marshall requested the first peacetime conscription
in the country’s history. Millions of Americans were
drafted under what became the Selective Service
Act of 1940. Five years later, by the war’s end, the
number of those serving had increased from roughly
180,000 to 12 million.” But at the time of Pearl Har-
bor, the number of U.S. troops had only just passed

one million.®

American involvement in World War |l lasted less
than four years. “Hitler should beware,” General
Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed at the outset, “the

fury of an aroused democracy.”” Indeed, in both the
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Pacific and in Europe, America’s industrial capacities
proved decisive for victory. Combining low-cost mass-
production methods with faster means of delivering
materiel to the battlefield, America enabled the allies
to outmaneuver the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and
Japan. General Eisenhower, who had been appointed
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, led the suc-

cessful D-Day invasion of Normandy in June 1944. In

the single largest seaborne invasion in history, 156,000

Allied troops landed in Normandy, supported by air and On December 7, 1941, the Japanese bombed the U.S.
Naval Base at Pearl Harbor Hawaii. The next day,

naval bombardment. It proved a decisive blow. Germa- American officially entered World War .

ny surrendered on May 8, 1945. In less than a decade,
the Nazis' campaign to transform Germany from a republic to an empire had ended disastrously both
for Germany and the world. It was a moment of symbolic significance, as the “aroused democracy”

Eisenhower described defeated a would-be empire.

World War Il is often referred to by historians as “the Good War,""? reflecting the view that America’s
fight against Fascism and genocide in Europe and Asia was righteous and warranted. While this is
surely true, America’s victory in the war also represents a pivotal moment in her evolution into a

world superpower.

Alongside victory, World War Il presented significant challenges to the Republic. First, the formation
of a massive military establishment and its deployment to all corners of the globe forever changed
America’s global footprint, rendering the Framers’ concerns about foreign entanglements virtually
obsolete. Second, being at a state of war created conditions in which, as Lincoln had done before him,
Roosevelt expanded executive power in the name of security. On February 19, 1942, less than three
months after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, authoriz-

ing the U.S. military to forcibly remove persons with “foreign enemy ances-

i try” (U.S. citizens and non-citizens alike) from their homes and place them
into internment camps. This resulted in the internment of 120,000 people
of Japanese descent, roughly 60% of whom were American-born U.S. citi-
zens. Later that year, the Supreme Court gave the executive additional power
when it ruled in the landmark decision Ex Parte Quirin to uphold Roosevelt’'s
use of military tribunals to try accused German saboteurs within the United
States.

Though Roosevelt was not the first U.S. president to assert wartime executive
authority to imprison American citizens at his own discretion, the scale of the
Japanese internment was unprecedented. Presidents have issued Executive
Orders since 1789, though their constitutionality is not fully clear. Roosevelt's

Executive Order 9066 has been viewed in the years since as an over-assertion

of executive power. In 1976 38" President Gerald Ford officially and symboli-

Citing national security concerns during World . , .
Wl B e e e e ey cally rescinded Roosevelt's Order. Though the shock of Pearl Harbor explains
issued Executive Order 9066, under which 120,000
persons of Japanese descent were relocated to
internment camps such as this.

the sense of urgency that could produce so grave a measure, Executive Order
9066 remains a stain on Roosevelt's legacy and demonstrates how a nation at

war can trade liberty for security and violate her founding principles.
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As One War Ends, Another Begins

SPOTLIGHT: THE ORIGINAL “WHY WE FIGHT”

Roosevelt died three weeks before Germany surren-
dered and so did not live to see the allied victory in
Europe. As ticker-tape fell in New York City, Eisen-
hower returned home to a hero’s welcome. “V-E
o Day,” as it was called, celebrated the end of war in
- — Europe. America’s industrial development, com-

bined with George Marshall's “battle to win men’s

RISERIES OF SEVEN
INEORMATION SETIMS

minds” had indeed made America Roosevelt's “Ar-
senal of Democracy.” And yet, despite the celebra-
tion, fighting in Asia continued. “The victory won in

the West,” Roosevelt's successor Harry S. Truman

declared, “must now be won in the East.”
In forming his strategy for World War Il, General George Mar-

shall concluded that what America’s troops lacked in strength From April 1 to June 21, 1945, the U.S. and Japan

to defeat the Axis powers they could make up for in a sense of engaged in their last and bloodiest battle of the war.

N ly 1942, he invited L dary Holl d direc- . .
s H ey e_ nvite eger? an,l c_) ywoo. Irec The Battle of Okinawa resulted in the deaths of over
tor Frank Capra to Washington to enlist his filmmaking tal-

ents to communicate America’s cause to new recruits. “He
told me we were raising a very large army,” Capra would later
recall, “and that we were going to try to make soldiers out of
boys who, for the most part, had never seen a gun. He said
they were being uprooted from civilian life and thrown into
Army camps. And the reason why was hazy in their minds...
And that, Capra, is our job - and your job. To win this war we
must win the battle for men’s minds.” Marshall explained that
he wanted Capra to produce a series of films to “explain to our
boys in the Army why we are fighting, and the principles for
which we are fighting.”"® Capra accepted the commission and

13,000 American and 70,000 Japanese soldiers, as

well as more than 80,000 Japanese civilians.™

What happened next has become a subject of in-
tense historical debate. President Truman decided
to use nuclear weapons against Japan, making
America the first nation ever to use them. On Au-
gust 6, 1945, “Little Boy” - the first nuclear weapon
ever used in warfare - was dropped on the Japa-

nese city of Hiroshima. Three days later, “Fat Man”

iz et T oz iy e Mgt flns. - a more complex and powerful plutonium weapon

was dropped on the Japanese city of Nagasaki. An

estimated 200,000 people died in the two bombings, and within a week the Japanese surrendered.

Proponents of the bombings maintain that they were necessary to compel Japanese surrender. Yet,
declassified Japanese telegraphs intercepted at the time reveal that as early as the late spring of
1945, the Japanese were earnestly seeking some form of
mediated end to the war.” Truman was advised that the only
unshakable condition sought by the Japanese was that their
Emperor (seen by them as a direct descendant of their God)
be left in power and not subject to a war crimes tribunal—a
condition ultimately granted them by the U.S. in any event."
Nonetheless, Truman remained insistent on unconditional
Japanese surrender and saw the bombs as necessary for

this purpose. Several of Truman'’s chief advisors, including

his Secretary of War Henry Stimson and Chief of Staff Admi- m

On August 6 and August 9, 1945, the United
States dropped two atomic bombs on the Jap-
anese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. An
estimated 200,000 people were killed.

ral William Leahy, disagreed, urging him instead to soften

his stance on unconditional surrender."’
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In retrospect, many of Truman’s military advisors including U.S. Fleet Commander Admiral Ernest
King felt that the impact of the battles of lwo Jima and Okinawa, the firebombing of Tokyo and Op-
eration Starvation, an air campaign that crippled the country’s logistics by mining its ports and wa-
terways, would compel Japanese surrender before too long.” Though it is unclear how vocally they
expressed their views at the time, many in subsequent years publicized their feelings that the bombs
were unwarranted, gratuitous, and even immoral.”” These views were summarized powerfully by
Supreme Allied Commander Dwight Eisenhower, who wrote in his memoirs that he had expressed
“grave misgivings” on the basis of his belief “that Japan was already defeated and that dropping the

bomb was completely unnecessary.”?

Why, then, did Truman do it? From both his diaries and the minutes of meetings with Secretary of
State James Byrnes and others, it is clear that Truman’s decision was influenced as much by his de-
sire for unconditional Japanese surrender as by his sense of the strategic relevance of nuclear power
to the post-war relationship between the U.S. and the Soviet Union.?" Shortly before the bombing,
Truman’s diary of July 19, 1945 betrays an almost playful sense of rivalry with Stalin over America’s
nuclear progress. % In this way, the use of the bombs killed two birds with one stone - ending one war
with Japan and firing the first warning shot in a new one - the Cold War against the Soviet Union that

would dominate U.S. foreign policy for the next half-century.

SPOTLIGHT: MAKING THE CASE FOR THE A-BOMB

Ever since the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, conventional wisdom has been that without them,
further ground combat with Japan would have been necessary to end the war, and that, in such combat,
one million American lives would have been lost. Thus, the bombing and its loss of over 200,000 Japanese
lives was necessary to save this greater number of American lives.

In his groundbreaking essay “Seizing the Contested Terrain of Early Nuclear History,” Stanford University
Historian Barton Bernstein challenges this reasoning and traces its questionable origins. Bernstein docu-
ments how, in September 1946, Harvard University President James Conant became concerned at ques-
tions arising in the press over the use of atom bombs against Japan. Conant had been Chairman of the
National Defense Research Committee and a wartime atomic policy advisor. In a September 1946 letter,
he expressed his fear that such doubt about the bombings “is bound to have a great influence on the next
generation” and might result “in distortion of history.” # To counter this, Conant urged former Secretary of
War Henry Stimson to write an article in Harper’'s Magazine explaining the validity and necessity of the deci-
sion to use the bombs. Stimson’s article “The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb,” was ghostwritten under
Conant’s direction and heavily edited by Conant. %

The article, published in Harper’s in February 1947, presents, for the first time in print, the notion that “over
a million casualties to American forces” would have resulted from a ground invasion of Japan. Bernstein
points out, however, that there was n